All Health Care Providers Should Apply for Their 
National Provider Identifiers (NPI) Soon!

Who Is Affected?

· All health care providers need to prepare for the upcoming NPI compliance date to help minimize claim errors and delays in payment.
· EVERY health care provider completing electronic transactions must use the NPI to identify covered health care providers in standard transactions by May 23, 2007.

· Health plans, health care clearinghouses and health care providers who conduct any Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) standard transactions MUST apply for and receive a NPI to use on HIPAA claims transactions by May 23, 2007. 
· Small health plans have until May 23, 2008 to comply.  
About the NPI

· The NPI is a10-digit number used to identify health care providers in HIPAA standard transactions. 
· The NPI does not expire or change, and will replace the legacy identifiers currently used in HIPAA claims transactions. 

· Using the NPI will allow for more efficient transactions and coordination of benefits. 
· Medicare began accepting the NPI in January 2006.
What Providers Need to Know

· Health care providers can get their NPI in three ways:  
(1) By applying online here: https://NPPES.cms.hhs.gov)
(2) By calling the NPI Enumerator 1-800-465-3203 and requesting a paper NPI application form. Providers will need to complete the form and mail it back. 
(3) By giving permission to a CMS-approved Electronic File Interchange Organization (EFIO) to obtain their NPIs for them by way of the EFI process.  
· When applying for a NPI, health care providers should include the following:
· Legacy identifiers for all payors (not just Medicare)
· Associated State names with Medicaid numbers
· Once they get their NPI, health care providers should share it with partners and colleagues who need it to bill for services, or their cash flow may be disrupted after the compliance date.  
For More Information
For more details about NPI and EFI, visit www.cms.hhs.gov/NationalProvIdentStand/.  
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